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March 17: Shortly before 3 p.m., a bomb exploded in front of the Israeli embassy in Buenos Aires.
The blast destroyed the building, located in a largely residential area just off the central business
district, and caused extensive damage to neighboring buildings. Tree trunks, twisted metal, concrete
and pieces of human bodies reportedly littered Arroyo Street before ambulances and rescue
crews arrived. The attack coincided with the visit to Argentina of the head of the World Zionist
Organization's immigration department, Uri Gordon. An estimated 250,000 Jewish people live in
Buenos Aires, which has a population of 10 million, making its Jewish population the largest of
any Latin American city. According to initial police reports, at least 10 people were killed and 60
injured. The injured included students at a Catholic primary school across the street. President
Carlos Menem blamed the bombing on "Argentine Nazis" and "fundamentalists," an allusion to
rightist military officers who have staged several uprisings in the past. Foreign Minister Guido di
Tella told reporters the bombing "does not represent the feelings of Argentines but is a product
of the anti-semitism of sick people." Di Tella called the blast "a very serious crime," and vowed
to launch an investigation in Argentina and outside the country. In an interview with Argentina's
official television station ATC, Argentina's Ambassador to Israel Hugo Gobbi blamed the attack
on "the same international forces" responsible for the car-bomb death of the security chief at the
Israeli embassy in Ankara. Independent Radio Mitre (Buenos Aires) reported that an anonymous
caller said an organization calling itself "For a Free Palestine" was responsible for the bombing.
However, the Palestinian Liberation Organization (PLO) office in Argentina denied any role and
"energetically condemned" the attack. Later in the day, the attack was denounced by rightist former
military officers, the Catholic church, and union leaders. In a press statement, Alejandro Biondini,
leader of the Nationalist Workers Party self-described as neo-Nazi , said, "No [political] difference
or ideological position justifies a deed like this." Former lieutenant colonel Aldo Rico, who led two
military uprisings against the government, called the "criminal." He said President Menem was
responsible for the incident by deciding to involve Argentina in military operations against Iraq.
In Santiago, Chile, an anonymous caller threatened to bomb the Israeli embassy there. March 18:
According to the Argentine government's news agency Telam, the Interior Ministry reported that
the blast came from a car parked near the embassy building packed with plastic explosives. In a
nationally televised news conference, President Menem said "all indications lead us to believe it
was a terrorist attack." Menem added that he had requested US and Israeli intelligence services
to participate in the investigation. The president said he had "completely" ruled out a connection
between the bombing and his recent decree to open files on Argentine Nazis. Amalia de Polak,
vice president of Argentina's Jewish Association, said about 10 diplomats were unaccounted for
and believed trapped in the rubble. Telam quoted police sources as saying about 30 people had
not yet been removed from the destroyed building. The White House condemned the bombing
"in the strongest possible terms." In Washington, Israeli Defense Minister Moshe Arens described
the bombing as a terrorist attack by people "whose intention is to kill Jews whether they are in
Israel or abroad." The Israeli Foreign Ministry said five embassy staffers, including diplomats,
were unaccounted for. From Beirut, the pro-Iranian Islamic Jihad Organization issued a statement
which claimed responsibility for the bombing, presumably in revenge for the killing of Jeque Abbas
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Musawi by the Israeli government. Jeque Abbas Musawi was secretary general of the Lebanese
Hezbollah militia. March 19: Police sources reported that the death toll had climbed to 24, while
the number of injured had surpassed 230. About 70,000 people demonstrated in downtown Buenos
Aires against the bombing. The protesters, many of whom waved Israeli and Argentine flags, were
led by Menem and Israeli Ambassador Yitzhak Sheffi. Interior Minister Jose Luis Manzano told
reporters that the bomb consisted of about 100 kg. of an explosive called Trotyl. Argentine Foreign
Minister Di Tella said the government has officially requested cooperation in the investigation from
the US France, Britain, Italy, Germany and Spain. (Sources: Chinese news service Xinhua, Spanish
news service EFE, 03/17/92; Associated Press, 03/17/92, 03/18/92; Notimex, Agence France-Presse,
02/17-19/92; Deutsche Press Agentur, 03/18-20/92)
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